What EAST students say about EAST?

I am no longer completely clueless about computers. I worked in a team to reach a goal. I learned to do things without having to rely so much on adults. 

I learned to work in a team even with people you may not be best friends with. Working with other people has really helped me to open up more and not be so controlling. Before this class, I would have everything go my way or no way at all.  

I learned how to communicate and how to work in a team with other students I don’t know. I learned how to express myself and not look too much like a complete idiot. I learned to speak up in class and not to stay too quiet. 

I learned how to speak better, help the community, use the computer better, and work as a team member.

I didn’t know computers and my first day in EAST scared me so bad. To stay in EAST, I needed to be a student who can work hard, is open to learn new information, can ask for help, help other students and never stop trying even if you are failing. I learned how to work with computers and how to ask for help. I learned there was nothing to be scared of because whenever I need help, others in the class help me.  I’m not scared of computers anymore.

EAST has taught me that I don’t have to have someone connected to my side showing me every step. I learned how to speak and communicate to others without stammering or feeling shy.

When I first joined EAST, I was a little intimidated. The most important lesson I’ve learned is being able to stand up in front of someone and give a presentation without feeling sick. I have confidence and pride in my work. I learned to communicate problems and solutions with people in my team. 

The most important lesson I learned is patience.  Some situations and software can be frustrating and difficult, yet if you persevere, you’ll be left with a project that you can be truly proud of. You are given many opportunities to learn hands on, with a team, and on your own. When students are able to learn in this way they can develop the life skills that will be necessary when they leave school and face the world on their own.  

The most important lesson that I learned in EAST is self-directed learning. Since I have been here, I have learned how to find information on my own. 

When I joined EAST I was scared.  I didn’t have any computer experience. Now I make professional looking maps. I learned how to work with different technologies, how to better relate with others, be a better leader, speak in public, and better serve my community. I have learned how to help my community and it is truly rewarding to be able to really help people around me with the skills that I’ve developed. Before EAST, public speaking made me very nervous. I learned that with practice and persistence, public speaking isn’t all that bad. EAST has greatly benefited my life and has taught me so much. 

To find out if EAST is the right class for you, 

please see Mrs. Blamey or visit a friend or stranger in the EAST Lab. 

We’re in room 129.

Questions you thought of asking about EAST and even some you didn’t…
Q.  Do I have to be a computer nerd to be an EAST student?

A. No. Anyone can sign up for EAST. You don’t have to know anything about computers or the software available in the lab. It doesn’t matter if you are a Sophomore, Junior, or Senior. EAST is about researching and learning what you don’t know. As long as you are willing to learn and have fun, we’ll be glad to have you come and join us. If you are a computer nerd, we’ll be glad to have you too.
Q. Do I get a grade for EAST?

A. Yes. EAST is an elective where you get a grade that is included in your GPA. You can also take EAST for up to 3 years and continue receiving credits.
Q.  Is EAST a hard class?

A. No. EAST is challenging, but does not have tests or homework on a regular basis. You work on community based projects and share your knowledge with others. You get to design your own project and pick the computer software and hardware to go with that project. EAST is tailored to your interests. In EAST, YOU are in charge of your project. You troubleshoot and solve problems using trial and error to complete assignments and projects. You are challenged to learn something new each day and you decide what you want to learn. 
Q. Do students really like EAST?

A. Yes. Many students have gotten “hooked on learning” and enjoy taking          EAST year after year. They like the relaxed atmosphere and the many options for learning available to them. A lot of students have even earned better grades in other classes based on the skills they’ve learned in EAST. Not everyone is up to the EAST challenge, but everyone should try.
More Questions you thought of asking about EAST and even some more you didn’t…
Q. Will EAST help me get into college?  Or, if I don’t go to college, will EAST help me get a good job?

A.  Yes. What you learn in EAST will help you achieve your goals. For those planning to go to college, there are numerous scholarships available to EAST students. The software you choose to learn is in high demand and used by professionals in the “real world”. Also, several internship opportunities arise each year for students who’ve learned certain software during the school year. EAST is a great hands-on experience that gets you ready for life after high school.
Q. What’s so great about being an EAST student?

A.  EAST students have the opportunity to take FREE technology classes at the University of Arkansas in Fayetteville and at The Ranch in Little Rock, attend out-of-town conferences, work with students from other schools, go on field trips, and students are even allowed to leave campus to participate in community based projects.  

Q. Is EAST a “blow off” class? Is it an “easy A”?

A. No. Only students who are serious about learning, helping to improve our community, can learn to problem solve on their own, are willing to learn from and assist others, and are interested in having fun while doing so are welcome in EAST. Mrs. Blamey doesn’t stand over you and say, “Go here and…, do this to solve…, open your books to…”. She expects you to just do it without prompting because you are interested in the project you have chosen and WANT to find the answer and solve the problem. You earn a letter grade based on your ability to TRY to solve problems. 
Q.  Is Mrs. Blamey really very strict?

A.  Yes, but you get used to it. If you stay focused on EAST business, you have fun while you learn and don’t even realize you’re working! You set your own deadlines based on your trial and error learning. EAST is a fun class and everyone works together to help each other. You meet other students both younger and older and become a “family” of friends. EAST is GREAT!
Join EAST and discover a world of ...

Animation

Architectural Design

Music Creation

Computer Programming

Global Positioning Systems and Geographic Information Systems (GPS/GIS)

Mechanical Design

Video Production

Website Design

And so much more! There are no limits put on your imagination. 
Join EAST 
and 
Be the Best.
Pushing the Envelope.

Thinking Outside the Box.
Raising the Bar.

That’s EAST.

